
December 2019 
 
Dearest Families, Friends, and Community Members, 

 
In the spirit of the season and tradition, we present you with 
Teulon Elementary’s first family-style letter from our school 

to your home. Take the time to make a cup of cocoa and curl 
up with the following words… 

 
 

Let us begin with the wee. Thirty-one kindergarteners excitedly 
joined Mrs. Powroznik and Mrs. Skinner this fall.  Most recently, 
the children in KP and KS have been busy preparing for their very 
first Christmas Season at school. From concert rehearsals, to 
writing Letters to Santa, to decorating our classroom tree...we 
have started making some really special memories and will 
continue to do so throughout the year. Mrs. Powroznik reports 
that the first few months of the school year have flown by in a 
whirlwind of fun and learning, and the K’s are looking forward to 
what 2020 has in store. 

Grade one has been learning about winter traditions around the 
world and presenting to our classmates.  Mrs. Reeb and the grade one crew have been busy preparing for 
the holiday season by practicing concert songs, making crafts, and enjoying the 12 Days of Christmas 
activities. Miss Jack’s grade 1 & 2 class is also having a great year so far. Some of our favourite activities in 1 & 
2 are going on outdoor adventures, going to the gym, and doing math centres. We were blown away by the 
success of our fun lunch and we would like to thank the 160 people who ordered, the people who lent us 
crockpots to cook all the spaghetti soup, and the volunteers who helped make everything go smoothly. It 
was inspiring to see the collaboration of a class feed our school and practice some real life numeracy skills 
while doing so! 
 

This year has been flying by in Mrs. Stevenson's grade 2 
class as well. We have enjoyed many outings into our 
community and have felt welcomed at every place we 
visited. We have created a calm caring classroom 
where we listen to each other and help each other 
out. We look forward to the Christmas season and 
the new year where we will continue to Try 
Everything. 
 
Mrs. Shulha and the grade 2/3 class have been busy 
building independence with their literacy block in the 
mornings through various activities including: read to 
self, writing, word work, listen to reading and guided 

reading. They have been reading a picture book every 
day and hope to have read 100 picture books as a class by the 100th day of school. The students have also 
been busy working on their addition and mental math strategies-their favourite addition game is Salut! The 



grade threes have worked hard to memorize their lines 
and read them with expression for their Christmas 
Concert and enjoy their time with Ms. Ponask in Music, 
Social Studies and Science .  
 
The Grade 3 class has been thoroughly enjoying building 
and learning about various natural and man-made 
structures with their teachers, Mrs. Tait and Mrs. Kiel.  
The lessons about patterns, and structural stability will 
be very useful when the students create and decorate 
their own gingerbread houses.  The students have been 
excitedly preparing for their speaking roles and singing 
parts for the Grade 1 – 3 musical production for the 
Christmas Concert.  Our class is looking forward to sharing 
the spirit of the season with friends, family, and community members.  
 
Mrs. McMahon is extremely proud of the commitment and enthusiasm of our school crossing guards. 

Seeing all these smiling faces as I greet many of our students is a wonderful 
start to the school day.  Mrs. McMahon’s "crew" of speech and language 
students also work so hard but have some fun too!  

Miss Strick’s grade 4s are celebrating kindness and friendship this holiday 
season with our 12 days of kindness calendar. We have planned 12 kind acts 
that show our gratitude to important people in our lives. We are thankful for 
all the sunny days we have had this fall and look forward to the frosty days 
ahead of us. Mrs. Murray’s class will be excited with Christmas spirit at they 
perform headstands and cartwheels during gym classes.  We will enjoy writing, 
reading, and sharing our handwritten Christmas stories of famous characters 
like Santa, Rudolph, and the elves.  4M would like to wish everyone the very 
best of the Christmas season.  
 
Mr. Blackwood’s grade 5B class is looking forward to snow and the related 
activities of tobogganing, x-c skiing and 
snowshoeing that will begin in 
January.  The 5G class wish all our fellow 

students and families a relaxing, 
enjoyable Christmas Break. The brilliant 

scientists in the fantastic 5G class have been designing their own 
parachutes, marble gravity mazes, and vehicle prototypes. When a 
break is needed, they relax with the stress balls that they also created 
in science. Miss George continues to be impressed with the problem- 
solving skills that are displayed by her students each and every science 
lab. Our next challenge will be designing and building our own unique 
playground model that will incorporate all six simple machines.  
 
Ms. McMahon spends part of her day with 5B & the other part with 
grade three. She’s really had the opportunity to watch creative juices 
flowing during class time & recess (you should see some of the forts 
being built outside!). With more snow on its way (we do live in Manitoba, 



after all), she is very anxious to see imaginations soaring at recess as the students create their individual & 
group masterpieces! Mrs. McMahon is also incredibly excited for the arrival of her new granddaughter who 
is due to arrive in March of 2020. 
 
Mrs. Knor has introduced some new items to the canteen menu this year. The new menu items are rotated 
daily so look for your favourite snack when it is available. Mini Banana Chocolate Chip Muffins, Rice Pudding, 
Breakfast Pizza or Quiche, all items are $0.75.  
 
Joyeux Noël from Mme Shinnie!  All French classes are participating in Noël activities and can be heard 
proudly singing O Canada in French these days. 
 

Now on to our oldest children, the grade 6’s! The volleyball 
jamboree this November was a hit with student athletes, 
and basketball intramurals are in full swing.  These artistic 
kids are creating beautiful wreaths, making all kinds of visual 
art, and some are even learning to play instruments such as 
flute, trombone, and trumpet in band with Mrs. Fenske.  
 
Mrs. Shipley and Mrs. Watson are two adults in our building 
who work with the grade sixes. Mrs. Shipley, who has been 
at T.E.S. since 2014, is excited about the holiday season and 
spending time with her family. Mrs. Watson says she likes 
long walks on the playground and working with many of our 

students.  
 
Even with all of their academic commitments, grade 6 students have still found time to give back to their 
school community by using their leadership skills to plan things like the Halloween dance (Fall Ball) and the 
12 Days of Christmas activities. Mrs. Conway’s grade six students have 
been getting ready for the Christmas concert by practicing their 
lines, expression and on-stage skills. In the classroom, students 
have been hard at work using their imaginations and persuasive 
strategies to create letters and product commercials. Filming on 
location at T.E.S. has been a lot of fun. Also this fall, the crew in Ms. 
Mackenzie’s grade six students have been fundraising for a 
classroom pet and conducting all kinds of research. They have 
been out and about in the community thanks to the fine folks at 

Senior Resource 
and even in 
Winnipeg on a 
field trip to the 
Manitoba Museum to learn about electricity. In the new 
year the sixes will continue their “Take me outside” 
challenge, so be sure to dress for time outdoors.  
Speaking of our “big kids”….with the help of some of 
these amazing students practicing acts of kindness, the 
library and Ms. Voth got ready to be a bit of a “Maker 
Space” in the month of December. We are making a word 
garland of mitts, socks, and hats to decorate our library 



for the holidays. In addition, every day in December, there is a small tree ornament hidden in the library as 
we count down to the holidays. 
 
Many people make this place as smoothly run and joyful as it is. Mrs. Brennan and Mr. Abacan keep this 
building clean and maintained while being kind and caring adults. We have many educational assistants 
whom we are very thankful for and (lately) bundle up to brave the blustery recesses with all of us. Happy 
Holidays from Mrs. Derbowka, Mrs. Haynes, Ms. Woods, Mrs. Roberts, Mrs. Spence, Mrs. Van Der Ley, Mrs. 
Bergstrom, and Mrs. Musser. 
 
 
 
 

Curious about all the Christmas sounds and sights, Mr. Harrison popped out of his literacy and numeracy 
hole. Then he saw his shadow. They say that this means there will be six more months of pun-filled academic 
adventures.  Ms. Trombo also wishes everyone a safe and happy break and looks forward to seeing all in 
2020.  
 
In the office it has been a wonderful beginning at Teulon Elementary.  Mrs. Moeller-Johnston is always 
grateful to start a new school year; it is a joy to see all the returning faces and families.  As some new 
routines and the well-established routines start to fall into place once again, she keeps things running 
smooth as silk in the office. 
  
Many of our students wouldn’t get to school each day without dedicated and careful bus driving.  Each year, 
we take the time to thank them for their work, as we know it sure must be a gift to have your children 
picked up and delivered safely each day.  
 
 



 
On behalf of all of our dedicated crew, Ms. Hadfield would like to close this letter by extending another 
wholehearted thanks to all of you, dear readers, who make what we do possible. To the Teulon Elementary 
Parent Council (TEPAC): thank you for looking out for our best interests and keeping this school as strong as 
it is. You are champions for all of our learning and experience.  
 
Happy Holidays to our much-appreciated friends, community members and volunteers that bring us into 
your places, events, and lives. You have all played a distinctive part in the beginning of our 2019-2020 story 
and we would like to take this opportunity to wish you more great things in the New Year.  
 

May your holidays be merry, your hearts light, and may peace and love surround you 
all this festive time.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Staff at Teulon Elementary  
 
 
  


