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Teulon Elementary Outreach During the 

Suspension of Classroom Learning 
 

Since we heard the news that schools in Manitoba were suspending classroom learning, parents, caregivers, 

and teachers have been inundated with news, media, emails, and advice. Some of this is mindfully and sensibly 

delivered, other times it can make us feel stressed or confused. It is my hope that the following explanation of 

what we are doing here in our little corner of the world helps us all get through the next few months with a 

little more clarity and understanding. As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to me, Mrs. Kiel, or any 

one of our dedicated teachers. We are in this together, just apart.  

In Health, 

Ms. Sarah Hadfield, Principal  

shadfield@isd21.mb.ca    (204) 886-2620  

 

Teulon Elementary Guiding Principles and Beliefs: 

We continue to trust the experience and expertise of teachers. 

Our staff continue to collaborate (online) and have many discussions about how to best make 

this switch to at-home learning. Our teachers know their style of teaching and their group of 

students best, so that may also mean the delivery of lessons looks different in each classroom. 

Your teacher is available to support and guide your child (and you), so please do not hesitate 

to contact them with questions or concerns.  

We provide opportunities for learning that are accessible. 

You probably have noticed that email is the preferred method of contact. We knowingly chose 

a safe and easy platform that most parents already have access to, that didn’t have a learning 

curve, and would start a conversation between home and school. Some teachers have created 

websites or blogs that you may visit at anytime and are easy for students and parents to 

access. We also recognize that some families may need materials gathered and made available 

in paper packages. This is something we offer if needed; please make arrangements with me or 

your teacher to ensure we are practicing safe social distancing and package-handling 

guidelines.  

We choose quality over quantity when planning, providing resources, and suggesting media. 

Our teachers will provide you with learning opportunities and suggestions for 1-2 hours of 

what I call “sit-down-things” a day (1 hour/day in K-4, 2 hours/day in grades 5-6). This may 

look like reading, drawing, journaling, writing a story, playing a game together, watching a 
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video, solving problems, or working on memorizing math facts. An hour a day with an 

engaging book, some writing practice, and a game of crib is going to do more for your child 

(and you!) than a full day of random worksheets ever could.  

We recognize this is a unique situation and we are providing ‘pandemic outreach’ and an opportunity 

for learning from home, not homeschool curricula. 

You didn’t sign up for this. None of us did. Go easy on yourselves and remember that no one 

here at T.E.S. is expecting parents to suddenly turn their home into an 8:30-3:30 schoolhouse. 

Many of us are parents ourselves. We understand that many of you are still working and we 

understand that this is globally a stressful time.  

We continue to err on the side of compassion. We are flexible and understand this is an evolving 

situation. 

We will reach out to you: for some it will feel like not enough, for others, too much. We want 

you to know that we are all taking this situation a day or a week at a time and you can too. We 

will continue to be available to families until June 30th. We will keep in touch, keep talking to 

people, and we will get better at this. We will relax in it, and we will learn from it.  And know 

that we are flexible: you can change your mind on delivery method or frequency of 

communication at any time. 

 

How we are Delivering Information/Lessons: 

By now, teachers have checked in with you to determine what form (and frequency) is best for your 

family.  

As recommended by the Interlake School Division and Manitoba School Boards Association, 

teachers will use email or another virtual platform to reach parents and send suggested 

assignments.  We have called many parents, as this is a time when human contact (a voice) is 

so special for our young ones. If internet access is not possible, or limited, a package can be 

made available. Arrangements and specifics regarding any outgoing packages will be arranged 

between parent-teacher-principal. To keep us all safe, belongings that are in the school that 

are non-essential must wait until a later time to be picked up (non-essential items at this time 

are water-bottles, lost-and-found items, shoes, etc.; essential items may include medication or 

forgotten glasses), just ask, we are happy to make arrangements on a case-by-case basis.  

 

A Message for our Students: 

We are thinking of you, we miss you, and we would all love hearing from you. This is a strange time for 

us, too. Send us your letters and drawings through good old-fashioned mail: Box 143 Teulon, MB R0C 

3B0 or to shadfield@isd21.mb.ca. I can’t WAIT to see you again! 
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